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True Scenario: Research Security 
• Endowed Professor of Civil Engineering with 18-year tenure at University
• Was a US citizen who grew up in China
• Renowned for his work with NASA  on the 2003 and 2009 Mars missions
• In January 2014 submitted a $36M proposal to NASA  for imaging work on the 2020 Mars 

mission, claiming he had no ties  with Chinese scientists
• He had spent 2012 on sabbatical at Tongji University in Shanghai
• University internal investigation started.
• He was listed as director of center for spatial information in China and had served as chief 

scientist there for a project
• In February 2014, he withdrew from the Mars 2020 project and days later resigned from the 

University, all from China.
• University working with FBI - he had access to ITAR information with NASA and Raytheon
• In March 2014, DHS stopped his wife at airport and seized laptop, cell phone and thumb 

drives, all with restricted defense information
•   How could the University have been more proactive?
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Goals:
• Empower your team to become more proactive in 

identifying foreign influence
• Create efficiencies for your research security team
• Increase the impact of your outreach, education, and 

compliance efforts
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The Scholars Tool offers search functionality with various filters. It provides a listing of persons with multiple metrics and allows drill-down analysis.

Tools Overview - Scholars Tool
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Scholar Detail - Clicking on an individual’s name in the tool grants access to the Scholar Detail screen. This screen offers 4 displays: Related Works, Related Connections, Related 
Scholars and International Awards.

Tools Overview - Scholars Tool

- Related Works
- Related Entities
- Related Scholars
- International Awards
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Scholar Detail – Related Scholars

Tools Overview - Scholars Tool
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Scholar Report

Tools Overview - Scholars Tool
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The Entities Tool allows users to search and browse the entire catalog of global entities. Each entity can be further examined with on-screen analysis and added to the user’s 
watchlist.

Tools Overview - Entities Tool
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Entity Detail - Clicking on an entity name grants access to the Equity Detail screen with 2 displays: Related Works and Related Scholars. Related Works 
lists all works linked to the user’s institution, while Related Scholars shows all researchers at the institution connected to the selected entity, visually 
representing their connections to each other in relation to the selected entity.

Tools Overview - Entities Tool

- Related Works
- Related Scholars
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The Watchlist Tool lets users customize their list of preferred entities. Pre-built watchlists, maintained by AcA, are available to our users. Users can use 
these lists as-is or add them to their custom watchlist. The entities on the watchlist are then used throughout the product module.

Tools Overview - Watchlist Tool
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The Analysis Tool offers pre-built Tableau dashboards.

Tools Overview - Analysis Tool
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We are text mining the Funding Acknowledgements on each paper.  Example below…

Data Sources – Funding Example
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We are text mining the author affiliations on each paper.  Example below…

Data Source – Collaborations Example
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Goals:
• Empower your team to become more proactive in 

identifying foreign influence
• Create efficiencies for your research security team
• Increase the impact of your outreach, education, and 

compliance efforts
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ü Curated data and ability to drill down at the person unit level
ü Predictive Analysis provides proactive ability to more efficiently hone in and identify target watch list
ü Significant time savings for Research Security & Risk Assessment Offices
ü Supports new compliance mandates NSPM-33
ü Evolving based on real-time feedback

Follow up contact: Matthew Cooper — mcooper@academicanalytics.com

Proactive

Predictive Efficiency

ü 
Due Diligence

Processes

Support

Research Security & Foreign Influence Risk

mailto:mcooper@academicanalytics.com
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Next steps:

1. Reaching out to get community feedback and your 
guidance

2. Webinar:  Fall 2023 Research Security Executive 
Briefing: The Power of Data Integration
   

 October 25
     12:00pm Eastern
      Link in the chat to register, or use QR code >>


